
Tartan 
 

Do you know what a tartan is? If you know the word 
tartan you probably think it means plaid. Well, yes 

that is true but a tartan is much more than just a 
plaid. A tartan is a registered pattern with specific 

colors and number of threads in each color. A tartan 
is specific to a group of people like a family or an 

organization or a state. Originally wool was dyed 
with plant materials that would make very different 

colors. Can you use the grid to create a plaid with 
colors you really like? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
For a fun project use a square of cardboard and cut  
half inch slits along opposite sides at about half an 
inch apart. Wrap yarn starting from the back to the 
front, down through the first slit, around back and 

then through the next slit and so forth until you 
have the card filled with lengthwise pieces of yarn. 

Then, weave various colors of yarn through to 
create your very own plaid! Have fun! 
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